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In today's rapidly evolving church landscape, the use of drums, percussion instruments, and dance-oriented 
worship has become increasingly prominent. Many congregations have embraced a more "contemporary" style 
of worship, often modeled after popular music and entertainment trends. While this approach may cater to the 
preferences of some churchgoers, it raises important questions about the biblical foundations of worship and 


the true purpose of the church. 


The Bible does not explicitly prohibit the use of musical instruments, including drums, in worship. In fact, the 
Old Testament is filled with examples of the Israelites praising God with a variety of instruments, including 
tambourines, cymbals, and other percussive elements (Psalm 150:3-5, Exodus 15:20). The Psalms frequently call 
upon worshippers to "praise the Lord with the sounding of the trumpet, with the harp and lyre, with timbrel and 
dancing” (Psalm 150:3-4). This demonstrates that the use of instruments, including drums, was viewed as a 


legitimate and even encouraged form of worship in the biblical era. 


However, the modern church's adoption of entertainment-based worship, with its heavy emphasis on drums, 
high-energy music, and dance, raises concerns about whether this approach aligns with the biblical 
understanding of true worship. The danger lies in the potential for these elements to become the focus of 
worship, rather than directing the hearts and minds of the congregation towards the reverence and adoration 
of God. 


In John 4:24, Jesus said that true worshippers must worship "/n spirit and in truth." This implies that worship is 
not merely an outward expression of music and movement, but rather a deep, heartfelt response to the majesty 
and holiness of God. To worship "in spirit" means to engage deeply and sincerely with God from our inner 
being, guided by the Holy Spirit, beyond mere physical rituals. Jesus highlighted this in John 4:23-24, 
emphasizing the importance of authentic, heartfelt worship. It involves sincerity, intimacy, and freedom, 
characterized by a genuine connection with God. True worship in spirit fosters a personal relationship with God 
and involves our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30). The Holy Spirit enables and inspires this 


deep, meaningful worship, ensuring it is not just an outward act but a profound spiritual experience. 


When worship becomes more about creating an energetic, emotional experience for the attendees than about 
honoring and glorifying the Lord, it risks losing its true purpose and becoming a mere form of entertainment. 
The New Testament provides a clear picture of the early Christian community and their priorities. In Acts 2:42, 
we read that the first believers "devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.” Their focus was on studying the Scriptures, supporting one another, and 


engaging in meaningful worship and prayer, rather than on creating an entertaining spectacle. 


Paul's teachings in Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8 provide valuable insights on how to approach these "gray 
areas" of Christian practice. He encourages believers to exercise their personal convictions with a clear 
conscience, while also being mindful of the potential impact on those whose faith may be weaker. If the use of 
drums, dance, and a more entertainment-oriented worship style becomes a stumbling block for some believers, 
it may be wise to reconsider the appropriateness of such practices and find alternative ways to facilitate 


meaningful worship. 


Furthermore, the modern church's emphasis on creating a "good mooa" and providing an enjoyable 
experience for attendees can be a concerning shift away from the biblical understanding of the church's 
purpose. The church is not primarily a place for self-fulfillment or emotional gratification, but rather a community 
of believers who have been called to worship, learn, and grow in their relationship with God, and to serve one 


another and the world around them. 


In 2 Timothy 4:3-4, the apostle Paul warns about a time when people will "not endure sound teaching" and will 
instead "accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions." This prophecy seems to be 
manifesting in the contemporary church, where the pursuit of entertainment and emotional experiences has 


often taken precedence over the faithful teaching and application of God's Word. 


While the use of drums and other instruments can be a valid and even beneficial part of worship, the church 
must be vigilant in ensuring that these elements do not become a distraction or a substitute for true, Spirit-led 
worship. The goal should be to create an environment that facilitates the congregation's focus on God, rather 


than an entertaining spectacle that caters to the preferences of the masses. 


In 1 Corinthians 10:31, the apostle Paul exhorts believers to "do all to the glory of God." This principle should be 
the guiding force in the church's use of drums, dance, and other contemporary worship practices. The church 
must be cautious in adopting trends that may appeal to the senses but fail to address the deeper spiritual 
needs of the congregation. By maintaining a steadfast focus on honoring God, edifying the believers, and 
fulfilling the Great Commission, the church can strike a balance between embracing relevant forms of worship 


and upholding the timeless truths of Scripture. 


Ultimately, the biblical principles of worship must be the foundation upon which the church's worship practices 
are built. The church must be vigilant in ensuring that its worship experiences are centered on the reverence 
and adoration of God, the study and application of His Word, and the edification and support of the believers. 


Only then can the church truly fulfill its God-given purpose and bring glory to His name. 
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